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2003 - 2004 LEGISLATURE

AN ACT-o repeal 341.65 (2) (c) and 341.65 (2) (e) 2.; to renumber 341.65 (2) ()
1. a., b. and c.; to consolidate, renumber and amend 341.65 (2) (e) (intro.)
and 1. (intro.); to amend 341.65 (1) (b), 341.65 (2) (b) and 885.237 (2); and to
create 341.65 (1) (ar) of the statutes; relating to: the immobilization,

impoundment, and disposal of unregistered motor vehicles.

Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau

Under current law, any city, village, or town (municipality) or any county may
enact an ordinance prohibiting unregistered motor vehicles and providing for the
immobilization, impoundment, and disposal of such vehicles. An “unregistered
motor vehicle” is defined as any motor vehicle located upon a highway that is
currently not registered and that reasonably appears to have been unregistered for
at least 30 days. Current law provides that a person charged under a local ordinance
with having an unregistered motor vehicle may not be convicted or subject to costs
for immobilizing or impounding the vehicle if, at the time of the offense, the vehicle
was exempt from registratio% this state or a complete application for registration
had already been submitted (to the Department of Transportation (DOT).

This bill changes the definition of “unregistered motor vehicle” so that it applies

any motor vehicleg g.located upon a highya }g;ﬁlat is not displaying valid license
_plates, a temporaryoperatlon plate, % or“vehicles registered with DOT on a

quarterly or consecutive monthly basmj} other evidence of registration¥rather than
to a motor vehicle that is currently not reglstered and wh@%g:'easonaﬁly appears to
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have been unregistered for at least 30 days. The bill eliminates the provision that
specifies that a person may not be convicted of violating an ordinance or subject to
immobilization or impoundment costs if, at the time of the offense, the vehicle was
exempt from registration in this state or a complete registration application had
already been submitl‘:gd/%?)‘ DOT Fmally, the bill provides that parking enforcers who
~ are employed by @runder-=ce et-with a municipality or county or the state may
enforce such ordinances.
For further information see the state and local fiscal estimate, which will be
printed as an appendix to this bill.

The people of the state of Wisconsin, represented in senate and assembly, do
enact as follows:

1 SECTION 1. 341.65 (1) (ar) of the statutes is created to read:
2 341.65 (1) (ar) “Parking enforcer” means a person who enforces nonmoving v
(3
(4
S j
5 SECTION 2. 341.65 (1) (b) of the statutes is amended to read:
§ 6 341.65 (1) (b) “Unregistered motor vehicle” means any motor vehicle that is net
5 j o SPikg
¥ Mkis located upon a highway fer-suchtime-and-under

unregistered-for not-less-than-30-days and that is not displaying valid registration

plates, a temporary operation plate, or other evidence of registration as provided

SECTION 3. 341.65 (2) (b; of the statutes is amended to read:

3 41,65 (2) (b) Any mum(:lggro)r university police ofﬁcer sheriff’s deputy, county

14 i traffic patrolrﬁan state traffic officer oz, conservatlon wardenw& i

15 § who discovers any uﬁreglstered motor Vehlcle located upon any highway may cause i
16 f the motor vehicle to be 1mmobihzed‘”w1th an immobilization device or removed to a
1 % | suitable-placeof impoundment. Upon- 1mmob1hzat10n or removal of the motor ?
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1 vehlcle,the offiger or, warden, or parking enforcer shall notify the sheriff or chief of

police of the locafiogzﬁf the immobilized or impounded motor vehicle and the reason ;

for the immobilization or impoundment.

SECTION 4. 341.65 (2) (cfof the statutes is repealed.

v
SECTION 5. 341.65 (2) (e) (intro.) and 1. (intro.) of the statutes are consolidated,

renumbered 341.65 (2) (e) (intro.) and amended to read:

<1 & Ot s W N

341.65 (2) (e) (intro.) Notwithstanding par. (g), the owner of an unregistered

motor vehicle that is immobilized with an immobilization device or impounded under

this subsection may secure release of the motor vehicle by deing-any of the following:
10 1—Paying paying any forfeiture imposed for violation of the municipal or county

o @

11 ordinance and the reasonable costs of immobilizing or impounding the motor vehicle
12 or both, and providing satisfa;tory evidence of one of the following:
13 SECTION 6. 341.65 (2) (e) 1. a., b. and c. of the statutes are renumbered 341.65

14 (2) (e) 1m., 2m. and 3m.

RGeS SRR

15 SECTION 7. 341.65 (2) (e) 2. of the statutes is repealed.

16 SECTION 8. 885.237 (2) if the statutes is amended to read:

17 885.237 (2) Notwithstanding s. 341.04, the fact that an automobile or motor
18 truck having a registered weight of 8,000 pounds or less is located on a highway, as
19 defined in s. 340.01 (22), and is not displaying valid registration plates, a temporary
20 operation plate or other evidence of registration as provided under s. 341.18 (1) is
21 prima facie evidence, for purposes of ch. 341, that the vehicle is an unregistered or

22 improperly registered vehicle. This subsection does not apply to violations of

23 ordinances enacted under s. 341.65, but this subsection does apply to violations of
z.

’{Ejl/‘ ordinances enacted under s. 341.65, 200% stats,

25 (END)
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At the Tocations indicated, amend the bill as follows:
1. Page 2, line 4. &@lete“fhé&»fhné“ﬁnd«»s bstitute-a-period.

2 /Pagess Tnd 11 Avep 401 ihses

rt” or the vehlcles current registration period

B -

preceding 31 days%

r for a re stratlon erlod for the vehicle that expired within the immediatel
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2005-2006 DRAFTING INSERT LRB-1553/1ins
FROM THE ARG::.......
LEGISLATIVE REFERENCE BUREAU

INSERT 2-13:

341.65 (2) (b) Any municipal or university police officer, sheriff’s deputy, county
traffic patrolman, state traffic officer or, conservation warden, or parking enforcer
who discovers any unregistered metor vehicle located upon any highway may cause
the motor vehicle to be immobilized with an immobilization device or removed to a
suitable place of impoundment. Upon immobilization or removal of the motor
vehicle, the officer er, warden, or parking enforcer shall notify the sheriff or chief of
police of the location of the immobilized or impounded motor vehicle and the reason
for the immobilization or impoundment. Upon causing the removal of the motor
vehicle by a towing service, the officer er, warden, or parking enforcer shall, within
24 hours of ordering the removal, notify the towing service of the name and
last—-known address of the registered owner and all lienholders of record of the
vehicle, unless the officer or parking enforcer is employed by a municipality or county
that has entered into a towing services agreement which requires the municipality

or county to provide notice to such owner and lienholders of the towing.

History: 1991 a. 233; 1997 a. 27; 2003 a. 142, 321.



DRAFTER’S NOTE LRB-1553/1dn

FROM THE ARG:.......
LEGISLATIVE REFERENCE BUREAU wiij
ATTN: Connor Sabatino
J v

Due to the enactment of 2003 Wisconsin Act 142, the treatment of s. 341.65 (2) (b) in
the attached draft is more extensive than in 2003 AB-589. Please review the attached
draft carefully to ensure that it is consistent with your intent.

Aaron R. Gary

Legislative Attorney

Phone: (608) 261-6926

E-mail: aaron.gary@legis.state.wi.us
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FROM THE ARG:wlj:rs
LEGISLATIVE REFERENCE BUREAU

February 14, 2005

ATTN: Connor Sabatino

Due to the enactment of 2003 Wisconsin Act 142, the treatment of s. 341.65 (2) (b) in
the attached draft is more extensive than in 2003 AB-589. Please review the attached
draft carefully to ensure that it is consistent with your intent.

Aaron R. Gary
Legislative Attorney
Phone: (608) 261-6926

E-mail: aaron.gary@legis.state.wi.us
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Northrop, Lori

From: Sabatino, Connor

Sent: Monday, February 28, 2005 10:40 AM

To: LRB.Legal

Subject: Draft review: LRB 05-1553/1 Topic: Immobilization, impoundment, and disposal of

unregistered motor vehicles
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